
Ste. Anne’s Catholic Church, Salem MA, Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Boston:  

 

Catechesis for the Fifth Sunday of Easter 2020:  

 

The Problem of Truth Today: Ego Sum Veritas – I Am Truth (John 14:6): 

 

Dear Holy People of God,  

 

1. Let me start by wishing a happy Mother’s Day to all mothers, biological, adopted, and 

God-Mothers. We thank God for all that mothers do for us, for the unique and 

irreplaceable place of mothers in our lives. We thank God for the vocation of 

motherhood. And as we thank God for our mothers, we also think of our heavenly 

mother, Mary, the mother of Jesus Christ our Savior, Jesus who says to us in the gospel 

text for this Sunday’s liturgy, “I am the Way, I am the Truth, I am the Life (John 14:6).” 

This is unarguably one of the most quotable phrases in the Gospels.  

 

2. Reading this text, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life,” I could not help but think of 

Tertullian the Second/Third Century Church Father from Carthage, a city of Roman 

Africa located in modern day, Tunisia: “Christ called himself Truth, not culture.” 

Tertullian (155 – 240 AD), was the first person who employed the Latin language into 

theological discourse. While we can’t say much about this great African-Latin 

theologian in terms of his background, this much is certain: that Tertullian received a 

solid education in rhetoric, philosophy, history and law, from his pagan parents and 

tutors, growing up in Carthage. The example of the Christian martyrs led Tertullian to 

convert to Christianity. Indeed, for Tertullian, the blood of the martyrs is the effective 

seed for the growth of the Christian faith (Apologeticus 50:13). As Benedict XVI 

pointed out in his Catechesis on Tertullian on Wednesday, May 30, 2007, “Martyrdom, 

suffering for the truth, is in the end victorious and more efficient than the cruelty and 

violence of totalitarian regimes.” Tertullian was convinced that truth had a price tag, 

for Christ had called himself truth, not culture.  

 

3. Christ calls himself truth in the gospel for this weekend’s liturgy, offering us the 

possibility of engaging the question of the problem of truth today. Thinking through 

this question, I will highlight three phases that I believe, have eclipsed the question of 

truth today: Firstly, the collapse of a metaphysical worldview: generally speaking, 

people, especially the young, no longer go through life concerning themselves with 

ultimate questions, such as, why is there life? What is the purpose of my life on earth? 

What happens after biological life? What should I hope for? Given the scientific 

revolution that have followed the media age, people are much more concerned with the 

here and the now. And when life-threatening and life-crushing scenarios such as 

COVID 19 emerge, then suddenly, the reality of human finitude and mortality hits us 

with a strange realism: Human beings, after all, are dust, and unto dust, they shall 

return. Secondly, the emergence of a totalitarian subjectivism: What matters is me, me 

and me! It is either my way or the highway. I am the measure of my existence. Nothing 

beyond me or outside of me should tell me what to do. I will be happy to the extent that 

I do what my mind tells me to do, after all, it is my life. And finally, the eclipse of the 



transcendental dimension in human consciousness: We are too busy for God, for the 

God-question. When we are done with all the pressing demands of life, we would then 

attend to the question of God. For now, God can allow us to run things in this world as 

we please. God has done his own part in creating the world in God’s image and likeness. 

Now, as free, enlightened beings of the twenty-first century, we have to return the favor 

of creating the world into our own human image and likeness. After we are done with 

that, we can now have a discussion with God, if need be. I believe that these three 

factors, that is, the loss of the sense of the ultimate questions about human existence; 

secondly, an excessive placing of the self, of the singular individual at the center of 

things, and thirdly, the eclipse of God or placing God as an after-thought, have all 

contributed in diluting the seriousness which the question of truth deserves, for the 

journey to truth is a religious experience in which I enter into and discover the truth of 

my existence. I do not manufacture the truth according to my own whims and caprices. 

There is the sense in which truth predates me and outlives me.  

 

4. Dear Holy People of God, the question of truth cannot be set aside because it is the 

question that defines how we live our lives. It is a question that must be answered. 

There is no escape from truth. When Pilate asked the Suffering One on Good Friday, 

“what is truth,” – quid est veritas (John 18:38), Pilate was posing the question about 

the meaning of human life. In other words, he was asking Jesus: What does it mean to 

live in freedom? The one who had political power was asking the Prisoner how to live 

freely! What a dramatic and situational irony!  

 

5. Perhaps, if there is one unintended consequence that the whole phenomenon of COVID 

19 has imposed upon us, it could be that we have been forced to face the question of 

the meaning of human life, the frailty of human life, the transient character of all human 

efforts. We are being compelled to face the question of how we can live as free, happy 

beings in God’s good earth, and yet with full consciousness about the true meaning of 

life, which is captured by the simple basic question and answer with which we began 

our Catechism lessons: Why did God make you? Response: God made me to know 

him, to love him, to serve him, and to be happy with him, in this life, and forever in 

paradise. As simple as it sounds, this question and this answer is the summary of the 

truth of human existence. It is the summary of all theology lectures. And this question 

about the meaning, purpose and destiny of human life has a concrete form before us in 

the person of Jesus Christ, who says to us in today’s Gospel: “I am the Truth,” meaning, 

“I am the meaning of life. Follow me, and you will find the true meaning of what it 

means to live freely and happily, in this life and with the Father forever, for, to have 

seen me is to have seen the Father, to have seen God, the longing of every human 

heart, for God has made all human beings for himself, and human hearts are restless 

until they rest in God.”  

 

Once again, a blessed and happy Mother’s Day to all our beloved mothers. I love you 

all. (Fr Maurice).  


